
BUILDING & SAFETY DIVISION 

When is a building permit required for a multi-family dwelling? 

Before construction begins on a multi-family dwelling, a building permit and other related permits 
must be obtained from the City of Bellflower. Check with the Planning Division if there are any 
development review actions required before apply for a building permit. 

What is its purpose? 

Building and other life and safety codes exist as a way of safeguarding those who will use and inhabit 
the structures. The permit process provides for plan review and field inspections to ensure 
compliance with the Codes. 

What permits do I need and what does it cost? 

You will need building, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical permits. The fees will vary depending 
upon the size of the project. A Fee Information handout is available at the Community Development 
Counter. 

Who can apply for the permit? 

The property owner, a California licensed contractor, or an authorized agent can apply for a building 
permit. However, only a California licensed contractor can perform the work. 

How long does the process take? 

The completeness, accuracy, and complexity of your submittal will determine how long it will take to 
complete a first review and correction list. The first review is generally completed within two weeks. 
Incomplete applications will generally resulting in a longer time frame. 

What materials do I submit? 

For detailed information about submittal materials, please refer to the Multi-Family Plan Submittal 
Requirement Checklist available at the Community Development Counter. 
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