
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
FROM: Jeffrey L. Stewart, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration and possible action to approve a contribution of City 

Funds for a reception honoring Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Don Knabe and a contribution to the Safe Surrender Scholarship 
Fund.  

 
DATE:   September 12, 2016 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 The City of Lakewood is hosting a reception in honor of outgoing County of Los Angeles 
Supervisor Don Knabe on October 19, 2016.  Lakewood is requesting a contribution of 
$2,500.00 from each of the five cities serve by Lakewood Sheriff’s Station. The 
contribution is intended as a fundraising effort for the County of Los Angeles’ Safe 
Surrender Program and to offset event costs.    
   
RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL 
 
1) Approve an expenditure of $2,500.00 payable to the City of Lakewood; or 
 
2)  Alternatively, discuss and take other action related to this item. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
$2,500.00 expenditure to be drawn from Account No. 010-41400-1012.  
  
DISCUSSION 
 
Several weeks ago, I received a call from the City Manager of Lakewood asking if the 
members of the City Council would be interested in celebrating Supervisor Don Knabe’s 
term in office in October 2016. I answered affirmatively and, subsequent to that 
conversation, I received an invoice from the City of Lakewood requesting a contribution 
of $2,500.00 “to be applied toward event costs and a donation to Don Knabe’s Safe 
Surrender Scholarship Fund.”  Supervisor Knabe’s Safe Surrender Scholarship Fund is 
administered by the Long Beach Community Foundation, a California 501(c)3 
organization. Its tax ID number is 20-5054010.  The focus of the Fund is to provide 
scholarships for Children who were relinquished anonymously through the Safe 
Surrender program. 
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Generally, speaking, public funds cannot be used to support a moral obligation. The 
California Constitution does allow public funds to be used for a “public purpose.” The 
public agency is the one that defines the public purpose.  
 
Public agencies have broad discretion to identify a public purpose. Courts generally 
permit a very liberal definition. Unless the public agency’s determination is 
unreasonable, courts will uphold agency decisions. It is presumed that the agency 
considers the public’s best interests when reaching its decision.  
 
This item was placed on the agenda because it is an unusual direct funding request 
from a neighboring city. However, Staff has concluded the following: 1) the Safe 
Surrender Program is unique to Los Angeles County and Supervisor Knabe’s Fourth 
District; and 2) it is in the public interest to protect the most vulnerable residents within 
the Fourth District – since its inception, the Safe Surrender Program has saved more 
than 140 infants who were moved to stable homes.  Based on that criteria, the request 
meets the test of funding local programs that directly and indirectly serves the interests 
of our constituents. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Invoice from City of Lakewood dated August 31, 2106 ................................................... 3 
Form 990 regarding Long Beach Community Center and Safe Surrender ...................... 4 
Informational Brochures regarding the Safe Surrender Program .................................... 5 
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