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TO:   Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
ATTENTION: Jeffrey L. Stewart, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Art Bashmakian, Director of Planning and Building Services 
   Jason P. Clarke, Senior Planner 
  
SUBJECT: Consideration and possible action to conduct a public hearing 

regarding an application from Ernest McIntyre and adopt Resolution 
No. 16-XX - A Resolution approving a modification to Dance and 
Entertainment Permit Case No. EP 16-01 to allow entertainment 
hours from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., seven days a week and allow a 
disc jockey, dancing, live bands, comedy shows, and karaoke at an 
existing restaurant & bar on property within Area 1 of the Town 
Center (TC) District located at 16728 Bellflower Boulevard; 
Applicant:  Ernest McIntyre (DBA: French Quarter Creole Bar and 
Grill). 

 
DATE:  December 12, 2016 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
A request from Ernest McIntyre of French Quarter Bar & Grill to modify Dance and 
Entertainment Permit Case No. EP 16-01 to extend the entertainment hours to 2 a.m., 
seven days a week and include a disc jockey, dancing, live bands, comedy shows, and 
karaoke. On May 23, 2016, City Council approved EP 16-01 allowing a disc jockey, 
dancing, live bands, comedy shows and karaoke within the subject location. 
Condition No. 3 approved the entertainment hours from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m., seven 
days a week for six months with the option to apply for extended hours after the first six 
months of operations.  
 
RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL 
 
1) Open the public hearing; take documentary and testimonial evidence; and after 

considering the evidence, adopt Resolution No. 16-XX; or  
 

2) Alternatively, discuss and take other action related to this item. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
On December 1, 2016, notices were mailed to the Applicant and to all property owners 
within 300 feet of the subject site and two notices were posted at the subject property.  
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CEQA STATUS 
 
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code 
§§ 21000, et seq.) and CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, §§ 
15000, et seq.), the City conducted an environmental assessment. Based on the 
environmental assessment, the project was determined to be categorically exempt from 
additional environmental review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

 May 23, 2016, City Council Meeting 
 
At the May 23, 2016, City Council meeting, the Applicant requested entertainment hours 
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. to be consistent with the operating hours of the existing 
CUP.  As a trial basis only, it was recommended by staff that the entertainment hours 
be restricted from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. for one year, starting from the date of 
approval, and that the Applicant may apply for a modification of these operational hours 
after the first year of operation. City Council amended the recommendation and 
approved entertainment from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m., seven days a week for six months 
and allowed the Applicant to apply for a modification of the hours after the first six 
months of operation.   
 

 Request - Extend Entertainment Hours and Include Entertainment 
 
After six months of being approved for entertainment, the Applicant is requesting to 
extend the entertainment hours by one hour as follows: 11 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., seven 
days a week, and continue to include the following entertainment activities: disc jockey, 
dancing, live bands, comedy shows, and karaoke. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

 Dance and Entertainment Code Requirements  
 

Bellflower Municipal Code (BMC) Chapter 5.36 regulates dance and entertainment 
permits. If there is no basis for denial, the BMC requires the City Council make ten 
findings to approve a permit (BMC § 5.36.090). Such permits may be appropriately 
conditioned. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 

 Modify Entertainment Hours 
 
Since May 23, 2016, the Applicant has addressed all the conditions of approval from 
Resolution 16-32. The Applicant opened for operation on January 14, 2016, after 
permits were approved for addressing all outstanding building improvements items. 
 
The proposed request was reviewed by the Public Safety Department and a “Calls for 
Service” was reviewed for the last six months between May 1, 2016, to 
November 10, 2016 by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department. There were six 
incidents in the last six months. Out of the six, there was only one incident that indicated 
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the music was too loud; the Applicant turned down the music and closed the back door. 
This incident violated condition of approval No. 22 which states:  
 

22. Entertainment cannot be audible from the exterior of the premises. All doors 
must be kept closed during the hours when live entertainment is offered, except 
for ingress and egress. The rear door(s) must be kept closed at all times during 
the operation of the premises except in cases of emergency and to permit 
deliveries. 

 
Also, according the Public Safety Department, an approved and accurate security plan 
is on file with the Department; the Applicant’s manager has made regular contact with 
the Department to provide updates on weekly entertainment events; and the 
Department has any complaints regarding the establishment. 
 
Based on the above information of the last six months and over the last year, the Public 
Safety Department does not have any issue with extending the entertainment hours to 
2:00 a.m., seven days a week.  Based on this evidence, a condition of approval has 
been added to address the new entertainment hours to 2:00 a.m., seven days a week, 
and include the following entertainment activities during this time: disc jockey, dancing, 
live bands, comedy shows and karaoke. (Resolution No. 16-XX, Exhibit A - Condition 
No. 1) and (Attachment A).  Furthermore, the Applicant must continue to comply with 
Resolution No. 16-32 and PC 01-72. 
 

 Community Concerns  
 
On December 5, 2016, Staff received one complaint/request from the Home Owners 
Association (HOA) from the Belmont Court development, stating that if the hours are 
extended, that any type of traffic, including pedestrian walking, not be allowed to access 
the alleyway and the breezeway between Belmont Street and Flower Street due to prior 
vandalism to the building, fights, loud noise, liquor bottles left on the ground, smoking, 
and safety issues in the breezeway that is mainly used by Belmont court residents.  
However, one resident, who is located near the alley and the breezeway, said that they 
still hear loud laughing/talking, noise, and music from cars. The noise can only be heard 
if the windows to the units are open. The noise happens when patrons are going to and 
from the location. These issues take place on the weekend and during special events. 
Patrons use the alleyway and breezeway to access the north public parking lot and 
possibly Belmont Street for parking. On a more postive note, most of the other residents 
have said that the noise is far less than before. See Attachment C for an aerial view of 
the alleyway and breezeway.  This request may be addressed by requiring the Applicant 
to have security staff stop traffic from accessing the alley and breezeway before 
entering and after exiting the location; however, this may place a burden on the 
Applicant to hire full time security and may force the issues onto Bellflower Boulevard. 
The other suggestion is closing the breezeway access to the public; the property 
owners of the site would need to submit this request for staff’s review and approval.   
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The proposed Dance and Entertainment Permit modification as conditioned is in 
substantial conformance with Bellflower Municipal Code Chapter 5.36 Amusements, 
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Dances, and Entertainment Regulations and shall comply with the required findings 
listed in Resolution No. 16-XX.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
A. Resolution No. 16-XX ................................................................................................. 5 
B. EP 16-01 - Staff Report, Resolution, and Minutes .................................................... 11 
C. Aerial Photos (one without and one with breeze way and alleyway location)  .......... 32 
D. Plans ......................................................................................................................... 34 

 

 



CITY OF BELLFLOWER 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A MODIFICATION TO 
DANCE AND ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT 
CASE NO. EP 16-01 TO ALLOW ENTERTAINMENT 
HOURS FROM 11:00 A.M. TO 2:00 A.M., SEVEN DAYS A 
WEEK AND ALLOW A DISC JOCKEY,   DANCING,   LIVE   
BANDS, COMEDY SHOWS,  AND  KARAOKE AT AN 
EXISTING RESTAURANT & BAR ON PROPERTY 
WITHIN AREA 1  OF THE TOWN CENTER (TC) DISTRICT 
LOCATED AT 16728 BELLFLOWER BOULEVARD; 
APPLICANT: ERNEST MCINTYRE (DBA: FRENCH 
QUARTER CREOLE BAR AND GRILL) 

 
THE CITY COUNCIL RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1.       The City Council finds and declares as follows: 
 

A.  On May 23, 2016, City Council approved Dance and Entertainment Permit 
Case No. EP 16-01 filed by Ernest McIntyre (the “Applicant”) allowing a disc 
jockey, dancing, live bands, comedy shows, and karaoke, from 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 a.m., seven days a week for six months with the option to apply for 
extended hours after the first six months of operations at an existing restaurant 
and bar named French Quarter Creole Bar & Grill; 

 
B. On December 6, 2016, Ernest McIntyre (the "Applicant"), filed an application 
seeking to modify Dance and Entertainment Permit Case No. EP 16-01 to extend 
the entertainment hours to 2:00 a.m., seven days a week and allow a disc jockey, 
dancing, live bands, comedy shows, and karaoke at an existing restaurant and  
bar named French Quarter Creole Bar & Grill; 

          
C. Applicant's application was reviewed by the City for, in part, consistency with 
the General Plan and conformity with the Bellflower Municipal Code ("BMC"); 

 
D.  In addition, the City reviewed the project's environmental impacts under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code §§ 21000, et seq., 
"CEQA") and the regulations promulgated thereunder (14 Cal. Code of 
Regulations §§15000, et seq., the "CEQA Guidelines"); 

 
E.  The City completed its review and scheduled a public hearing regarding the 
application before the City Council on December 12, 2016; 
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F.  On  December 12,  2016,  the  City Council  opened  the  public  hearing  to  
receive public  testimony  and  other  evidence  regarding  the  application  
including, without limitation, information provided to the Council by Applicant; and 

 
G. The City Council considered the information provided by City staff, public 
testimony, and Applicant. This Resolution, and its findings, are made based upon 
the evidence presented to the City Council at its December 12, 2016, hearing 
including, without limitation, the staff report. 

          
SECTION 2.       The City Council finds as follows: 

              
A.  The  conduct  of the  establishment  or  the  granting  of the application  would  
not  be  contrary to  the  public  health,  safety,  morals, or welfare because the 
subject site is an existing restaurant and bar within Area 1 of the Town Center 
(TC) District that is consistent and compatible with the existing surrounding 
commercial uses. 
 
B.  The  establishment  has  not  been  or  is  not  being  operated  in  an  illegal, 
unlawful, or disorderly manner. The Applicant indicated on his application he has 
never been convicted before the date of the application in any court of competent 
jurisdiction of any offense involving the presentation, exhibition, or performance 
of any lewd, indecent, or obscene show of any kind, any felony, or any crime 
involving moral turpitude or any offense involving the possession of lewd or 
obscene matter which would require the Permit not to be issued. 

 
C.  Granting the permit will not create a public nuisance because the 
entertainment will only take place within the subject premises. 
 
D.  The normal operation of the premises will not interfere with the peace and 
quiet of any surrounding residential neighborhood because the subject property 
is within a commercial building adjacent to a secondary arterial and an alley, and 
conditions of approval have been incorporated to mitigate noise. 
 
E.  There is adequate parking available for the premises for which the Permit is 
applied for as the site is located in Area 1 of the Town Center (TC) District where 
public parking is provided in the area and near the establishment. 
 
F.  Increased policing is not required by the entertainment for which the Permit is 
requested pursuant to an investigation by the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department and a private security company is provided for the establishment. 
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G. The   quiet   and   peaceful   enjoyment of the   neighborhood   will   not   be 
substantially interfered with by the creation of noise or traffic hazards.  As 
conditioned, the proposed use of the premises is in compliance with the 
provisions of the BMC, specifically the Noise Element of the General Plan and 
BMC Chapter 8.32 regarding noise.  In addition, the Applicant is required to 
patrol the surrounding area and address all noise complaints immediately. The 
proposed premises are in compliance with the provisions of all applicable laws. 

   
SECTION 3.       Environmental Assessment.  Because of the facts identified in 

Section 2 of this Resolution, the proposed project is exempt from additional 
environmental review because it is categorically exempt under the CEQA Guideline 
Section 15301. 
          

SECTION 4.       Notice of Exemption.  The City Manager, or designee, is 
directed to file a Notice of Exemption in accordance with CEQA §§ 21152, 21167(f) 
CEQA Guidelines § 15094; and any other applicable law. 
          

SECTION 5.       Approval.  Subject to the conditions listed on the attached 
Exhibit "A," which are incorporated into this Resolution by reference, the City Council 
approves the extended hours with entertainment. 
  

SECTION 6.      This Resolution does not affect any penalty, forfeiture, or liability 
incurred before, or preclude prosecution and imposition of penalties for any violation 
occurring before, this Resolution's effective date. Any such amended part will remain in 
full force and effect for sustaining action or prosecuting violations occurring before the 
effective date of this Resolution. 
          

SECTION 7.     If any part of this Resolution or its application is deemed invalid 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, the City Council intends that such invalidity will not 
affect the effectiveness of the remaining provisions or applications and, to this end, the 
provisions of this Resolution are severable. 
          

SECTION 8.      To the extent that any other resolution pertaining to Dance and 
Entertainment Permit Case No.  EP 16-01 is incorporated into this Resolution, it is 
superseded in its entirety.  Except as amended by this Resolution, Resolution No. 16-32 
adopted on May 23, 2016, continues in full force and effect. 
          

SECTION  9.   This Resolution will remain effective until superseded by a 
subsequent resolution. 
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SECTION 10.     The City Clerk is directed to mail a copy of this Resolution to the 
Applicant and to any other person requesting a copy. 
   

SECTION 11.    The Mayor, or presiding officer, is hereby authorized to affix his 
signature to this Resolution signifying its adoption by the City Council of the City of 
Bellflower, and the City Clerk, or her duly appointed deputy, is directed to attest thereto. 
          

SECTION 12.    This  Resolution  is  the  City  Council's  final  decision  and  will 
become effective immediately upon adoption. Any challenge brought to this resolution 
must be filed within 90 days pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure § 1094.6. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BELLFLOWER THIS _________ DAY OF _________________ 2016. 
 
 
 
 

 
Dan Koops, Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
   
Mayra Ochiqui, City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
   
Karl H. Berger, City Attorney                                   



Exhibit A 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL - EP 16-01 

 

In addition to all applicable provisions of the Bellflower Municipal Code ("BMC"), Ernest 
McIntyre ("Applicant") agrees to comply with the following provisions as conditions for 
the City of Bellflower's approval of Permit No. EP 16-01 ("Conditions"). 
 

1. Hours for entertainment are restricted from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., seven days a 
week. Entertainment includes a disc jockey, dancing, live bands, comedy shows 
and karaoke.  
 

2. The entertainment for the restaurant and bar must comply with 
Resolution No. 16-32. 

 
3. The Applicant’s security is responsible for regularly patrolling premises and the 

parking lots utilized by the patrons during the entire period the entertainment is 
occurring to ensure there is no loitering or drinking of alcoholic beverages in the 
parking lots. Loitering is prohibited on or around the premises. The Applicant 
must post "No Loitering" signs on the front windows and rear patio door. 

 
4. The   project  must  substantially  conform  to  submitted   plans  date-stamped 

April 5, 2016, and December 6, 2016,  except  as  modified  by  these  
Conditions.  Live entertainment is restricted to the designated entertainment 
areas on the interior of the restaurant per those plans.  

 
5. The subject business must be operated so as to not constitute a noise problem to 

neighboring properties. Noise levels must be maintained pursuant to the Noise 
Element of the General Plan and BMC Chapter 8.32. The applicant must 
immediately address all noise complaints requested from neighboring properties. 
 

6. The Applicant must sign and have notarized an affidavit of acknowledging 
acceptance of the conditions of approval and return it to the Director within 
30 days of the effective date of this approval. 
 

7. A copy of the Conditions of Approval for Permit No. EP 16-01 must be kept on 
the premises of the establishment and presented to any authorized City official 
upon request. 
 

8. Applicant must comply with all applicable laws pertaining to entertainment; 
building and safety; and fire safety not otherwise addressed in this Permit. 
 

9. If complaints are received regarding excessive noise, lighting, building access, or 
other disturbances associated with alcohol service at the restaurant, the City 
may, in its discretion, take action to review the Entertainment Permit and 
Conditional Use Permit, including without limitation, adding conditions or revoking 
the permit. 
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10. This permit may be suspended or revoked if any person owning or managing the 

business is convicted, or found to have been convicted within seven years before 
this  permit was  approved,  of any criminal  offense  involving  the  presentation, 
exhibition or performance of any lewd, indecent, or obscene show of any kind, or 
of a felony or of any crime involving moral turpitude, or of any offense involving 
the possession of lewd or obscene matter, when such conviction or convictions 
are of the kind  or nature reasonably related to the operation of the proposed 
entertainment  under the  proposed  permit  and  such  conviction  or  convictions 
reasonably show a clear and present danger that the proposed use of the permit 
by the Applicant will result in violations of the law. 

 
11. Three or more violations of applicable law including, without limitation, these 

conditions within a one-year period (as calculated starting on the Entertainment 
Permit approval date and every anniversary date thereafter) may result in the 
City commencing revocation of this Permit. 
 

12. The Applicant agrees to indemnify and hold the City harmless from and against 
any claim, action, damages, costs (including, without limitation, attorney's fees), 
injuries, or liability, arising from the City's approval of this permit. Should the City 
be  named  in  any  suit,  or should  any  claim  be  brought  against  it  by  suit or 
otherwise,  whether  the  same  be  groundless  or  not,  arising  out  of the  City 
approval of this  Permit,  the Applicant agrees to defend the City (at the City's 
request and with counsel satisfactory to the City) and will indemnify the City for 
any  judgment  rendered  against  it  or  any  sums  paid  out  in  settlement  or 
otherwise. For purposes of this section "the City" includes the City of Bellflower's 
elected officials, appointed officials, officers, and employees. 

 
By signing this document, Applicant certifies that it has read, understood, and 
agrees to the Project Conditions listed in this document. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Ernest McIntyre 
Applicant 






















































