
Page 1 of 2 

TO:   Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

ATTENTION:  Jeffrey L. Stewart, City Manager 

FROM:  Len Gorecki, Director of Public Works 
   Bernardo Iniguez, Public Works Manager 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and possible action to adopt Resolution No. 16-XX – 
A Resolution authorizing the City of Bellflower’s participation in the 
process of appointment of Directors to the Central Basin Municipal 
Water District’s (CBMWD) Board of Directors. 

DATE:   December 12, 2016 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This action would authorize the City Manager or his designee to vote in the Central 
Basin Municipal Water District (CBMWD) Board elections for appointed Director 
positions and at the City Manager’s, or his designee’s, discretion, nominate a City of 
Bellflower employee to run, and if elected, hold office for a Director position on behalf of 
the City.

RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COUNCIL 

1)  Adopt Resolution No. 16-XX; or 

2)  Alternatively, discuss and take other action related to this item. 

FISCAL IMPACT

None. 

BACKGROUND

The CBMWD was established in 1952 by a vote of the people to help mitigate the 
overpumping of groundwater in southeast Los Angeles County.  As a water wholesaler, 
CBMWD provides imported water and recycled water to various retail water providers 
and one water wholesaler in southeast Los Angeles County.  CBMWD purchases 
imported water from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD), and 
as such, MWD is a member agency.

In 2015, amid allegations of questionable political and business decisions, as well as a 
host of mismanagement practices, the State legislature requested a State audit of 
CBMWD. The State Auditor called for more than thirty recommendations to reform 
CBMWD.  In response to State Auditor’s recommendations, bills were introduced by 
Senator Lara (SB 953) and Assembly Member Garcia (AB 1794).  Ultimately, both bills 
were signed into law by Governor Brown. 

-1-



Staff Report – Central Basin Board of Directors   
December 12, 2016 
Page 2 of 2

ANALYSIS 

SB 953 prohibits CBMWD’s Board of Directors from changing existing ethics rules and 
their benefits without a majority two-thirds vote by the Board.  It also limits the use of 
sole-source contracting. 

AB 1794 creates a new governance structure to ensure CBMWD effectively fulfills its 
responsibilities and is more accountable to the more than two million people it serves. 
The bill expands the CBMWD Board of Directors from its current format of five board 
members to an eight-member board, with five publicly elected members and three 
members appointed by the water purveyors in CBMWD service area. The bill also 
establishes a Technical Advisory Committee which will be required to review CBMWD’s 
budget, and review and approve proposed changes related to procurement and coding 
related to ethics, director compensation, and benefits. 

Furthermore, AB 1794 requires a redistricting of CBMWD in 2022 to create four districts, 
as opposed to the existing five districts. As such, the format of the CBMWD Board of 
Directors will change from eight members to seven members. Four Directors will be 
elected by voters residing in each district and three Directors will be appointed by water 
purveyors in CBMWD’s service area. 

Each individual nominated for appointment to the Board of Directors must demonstrate 
eligibility and relevant technical expertise.  Appointed individuals to CBMWD’s Board of 
Directors will serve a four-year term. The terms will be staggered to ensure continuity. 
However, two of the three appointed Directors to be installed in 2017 will serve a 
two-year term and the third one will serve a four-year term. Thereafter, appointed 
Directors will each serve four year terms.  

The CBMWD’s General Manager will be responsible to complete the process of 
nominations and appointments of individuals to the Board of Directors in accordance 
with AB 1794.  The three Directors appointed by the water purveyors will be selected as 
follows: 

A. One Director will be selected by the top five large water purveyors. Each large 
water purveyor will have one vote. 

B. One Director will be selected by all cities that are water purveyors of the CBMWD 
from the nominees of cities. Each city shall have one vote. 

C. One Director will be selected by all of the water purveyors of the CBMWD from 
any nominee. The vote of each purveyor will be weighted to reflect the number of 
service connections of that water purveyor within the CBMWD.

As a water purveyor in the service area of CBMWD, the City of Bellflower is entitled to 
vote in categories “B” and “C” and may nominate a qualified City employee for 
appointment to the CBMWD’s Board of Directors.

ATTACHMENT 
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CITY OF BELLFLOWER 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-XX 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF 
BELLFLOWER’S PARTICIPATION IN THE PROCESS OF 
APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTORS TO THE CENTRAL 
BASIN MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT’S BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

 THE CITY COUNCIL SOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.  The City Council finds and declares as follows: 

A. In 2015, the State Auditor published a report identifying widespread 
mismanagement of the Central Basin Municipal Water District and called 
for more than thirty recommendations to reform the Central Basin 
Municipal Water District; 

B. In response to the State Auditor’s findings and recommendations, and in 
order to overhaul operation of the Central Basin Municipal Water District, 
Senate Bill 953 and Assembly Bill 1794 were introduced by the State 
legislature; 

C. Senate Bill 953 and Assembly Bill 1794 were signed into law on 
September 21, 2016; 

D. Assembly Bill 1794 requires that in 2017 the number of Central Basin 
Municipal Water District’s Board of Directors members be increased from 
five to eight, with five publicly elected members and three members 
appointed by the water purveyors in the Central Basin Municipal Water 
District service area; 

E. Assembly Bill 1794 requires a re-districting of the Central Basin Municipal 
Water District by reducing the number of districts from five to four and the 
number of Board Directors from eight to seven with four publicly elected 
members and three members appointed by the water purveyors in Central 
Basin Municipal Water District service area; and 

F. As a water purveyor in the service area of the Central Basin Municipal 
Water District, the City of Bellflower is entitled to participate in the process 
of appointment of board directors to the Central Basin Municipal Water 
District Board of Directors, by voting for one Director that is selected by all 
cities that are water purveyors of the District and for one Director that is 
selected by all of the water purveyors of the District from any nominee, 
with the vote of each purveyor weighted based on the number of their 
service connections within the Central Basin Municipal Water District 
service area. 
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 SECTION 2.  The City Council authorizes the City Manager or designee to 
vote in the Central Basin Municipal Water District Board elections for the appointed 
Director positions and at the City Manager’s or designee’s discretion, nominate a City of 
Bellflower employee to run, and if elected, hold office for a Director position on behalf of 
the City of Bellflower.

SECTION 3. This Resolution does not affect any penalty, forfeiture, or liability 
incurred before, or preclude prosecution and imposition of penalties for any violation 
occurring before, this Resolution’s effective date. Any such amended part will remain in 
full force and effect for sustaining action or prosecuting violations occurring before the 
effective date of this Resolution. 

SECTION 4. If any part of this Resolution or its application is deemed invalid 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, the City Council intends that such invalidity will not 
affect the effectiveness of the remaining provisions or applications and, to this end, the 
provisions of this Resolution are severable. 

SECTION 5. To the extent that any other resolution pertaining to the 
authorization to participate in the process of appointment of board directors to the 
Central Basin Municipal Water District is incorporated into this Resolution, it is 
superseded in its entirety.

SECTION 6. The Mayor, or presiding officer, is hereby authorized to affix his 
signature to this Resolution signifying its adoption by the City Council of the City of 
Bellflower, and the City Clerk, or her duly appointed deputy, is directed to attest thereto. 

SECTION 7. This Resolution will become effective immediately upon 
adoption. 

 PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BELLFLOWER ON THIS ___ DAY OF _________ 2016. 

        Dan Koops, Mayor 
Attest:

________________________________
Mayra Ochiqui, City Clerk     

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

________________________________
Karl H. Berger, City Attorney
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