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TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

ATTENTION: Jeffrey L. Stewart, City Manager 

FROM: Len Gorecki, Director of Public Works 

SUBJECT: Consideration and possible action to adopt Resolution No. 16-XX – A 
Resolution adopting the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative 
Declaration No. MND 16-08 for the Proposed Roadway Improvements 
beneath the SR-91 Freeway Overpass and along the West Side of 
Bellflower Boulevard (Bellflower Boulevard Widening Project).

DATE:   December 12, 2016 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Resolution No. 16-XX adopts the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
No. MND 16-08 for two sections of the Bellflower Boulevard Widening Project (the Project).  The 
two sections are located along the west side of Bellflower Boulevard from Artesia Boulevard to 
Beverly Street and both sides of Bellflower Boulevard beneath the SR-91 overpass.  An 
environmental assessment of the Project located on these two sections, which include 
demolition and construction activities, has determined it would not result in any significant 
effects on the environment with mitigation. 

RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL

1) Adopt Resolution No. 16-XX; or 

2)  Alternatively, discuss and take other action related to this item. 

FISCAL IMPACT

None.

CEQA STATUS

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code §§ 
21000, et seq.) and CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, §§ 15000, et
seq.), an environmental assessment has been conducted for this project in compliance with the 
CEQA guidelines.  An Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration have been prepared, 
which were made available for public review from March 3, 2016, through April 4, 2016. 

DISCUSSION

Project Description

Two sections of the Bellflower Boulevard Widening Project, as described in Section B of the 
Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) No. MND 16-08, are situated along 
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the west side of Bellflower Boulevard from Beverly Street to Artesia Boulevard and beneath the 
SR-91 Freeway on Bellflower Boulevard.  The Project will require partial acquisition of three 
properties located along the west side of Bellflower Boulevard (APNs 7161-003-029, 
7161-003-030, and 7161-003-031) and the demolition of two buildings and a parking lot located 
on site.  Property acquisition is needed to expand the right-of-way in order to accommodate a 
new southbound right-turn lane and traffic signal improvements.  The Project will also widen 
both sides of Bellflower Boulevard under the SR-91 Freeway by narrowing the existing 
sidewalks to increase lane widths.  Due to the narrowing sidewalks, traffic signals at the freeway 
on- and off-ramps will be moved and enhanced with safety features.  The Project will also 
extend the length of the north and southbound turn pockets onto the freeway to improve traffic 
flow.  Overall, the proposed improvements described in the IS/MND will reduce traffic 
congestion and enhance traffic-related safety. 

Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration

The IS/MND were prepared for the proposed project and circulated for a 30-day public review 
period from March 3, 2016, through April 4, 2016.  A Notice of Intent was published in the 
Herald American Bellflower Edition on March 3, 2016, and mailed to those public agencies 
found on the City’s stakeholders list.  The City received comment letters from three public 
agencies and, accordingly, prepared responses to each of the comments.  The March 3, 2016, 
Notice of Intent indicated that the City Council was to hear and consider the proposed project 
and IS/MND on April 25, 2016.  The project plans were not completed at that date and 
therefore, the City Council did not consider the proposed project.  A new Notice of Intent was 
circulated on November 4, 2016, to re-notice the item for the November 21, 2016, Planning 
Commission meeting.  The IS/MND were not re-circulated since neither the proposed project 
nor IS/MND was revised.  The City, however, received a letter from the Southern California Gas 
Company to notify the City that the Gas Company did not operate any facilities along Bellflower 
Boulevard. Further response to the letter is not necessary. 

Conclusion 

The IS/MND indicate that the proposed improvements affecting the west side of Bellflower 
Boulevard and underneath the SR-91 Freeway would not result in any significant effects on the 
environment, with mitigation.  Mitigation is limited to determining if a Native American monitor is 
needed during demolition and grading activities. 

The Planning Commission reviewed the IS/MND at its regular meeting on November 21, 2016, 
and recommended its adoption by the City Council (Attachment 1).  Adoption would be the final 
step towards satisfying CEQA requirements for the overall Bellflower Boulevard Widening 
Project, which also includes widening along the east side of Bellflower Boulevard from Beverly 
Street to Artesia Boulevard.  The City had previously adopted Negative Declaration 
No. ND 13-09 for the east side on September 23, 2013.  Mitigated Negative Declaration 
No. MND 16-08 is the final environmental review needed to proceed with overall project design 
and project approval as required by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (Metro).  Metro currently administers the Measure R grant that primarily finances this 
project, and in order to meet funding requirements, staff recommends the City Council adopt 
IS/MND No. MND 16-08.   

ATTACHMENTS

Resolution No. 16-XX......................................................................................................... 3 
Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration No. MND 16-08, including Responses to 
Comments Received, Mitigation and Monitoring Report, and Plans ........................................ 6 
November 21, 2016 PC Staff Report (no attachments) and Resolution No. PC 16-28............. 81 
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CITY OF BELLFLOWER 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-XX 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE INITIAL STUDY AND 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION NO. MND 16-08 
FOR THE PROPOSED ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
BENEATH THE SR-91 FREEWAY OVERPASS AND 
ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF BELLFLOWER BOULEVARD 
(BELLFLOWER BOULEVARD WIDENING PROJECT)

THE CITY COUNCIL RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Recitals. The City Council finds as follows: 

A. On March 16, 2015, the City of Bellflower submitted an application for 
proposed roadway improvements beneath the SR-91 Freeway overpass and 
along the west side of Bellflower Boulevard, as part of the Bellflower 
Boulevard Widening Project (the “Project”). 

B. The City reviewed the Project’s environmental impacts under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code §§ 21000, et seq.,
“CEQA”), the regulations promulgated thereunder (14 Cal. Code of 
Regulations §§15000, et seq., the “CEQA Guidelines”); 

C. The Planning Commission received public testimony and other evidence 
regarding the project including, without limitation, the staff report, at its 
November 21, 2016, meeting.  The Planning Commission adopted Resolution 
No. PC-16-28 recommending the City Council adopt a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration No. MND 16-08. 

D. The City Council considered the information provided by City staff. This 
Resolution and its findings are made based upon the evidence presented to 
the City Council at its December 12, 2016, meeting including, without 
limitation, the staff report. 

E. This Resolution and its findings are based upon the entire record including 
information available at the December 12, 2016 City Council  meeting.

SECTION 2. Findings.  The City Council makes the following factual findings 
and conclusions: 

A. An Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration of Environmental Impacts 
were prepared for the Bellflower Boulevard Widening Project specific to the 
proposed roadway improvements beneath the SR-91 Freeway overpass and 
along the west side of Bellflower Boulevard, in accordance with the provisions 
of CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines. 

B. The Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were made available to 
the public for review and comment from March 3, 2016, to and including 
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April 4, 2016.  Since the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were 
made available, neither the proposed project nor the Initial Study and 
Mitigated Negative Declaration were substantially revised.  Recirculation of 
the Mitigated Negative Declaration is not required (CEQA Guidelines 
§ 15162). 

C. Responses to written comments that were received during the public review 
period were prepared and mailed to the commenting public agencies. 

D. During the regular meeting of the City Council on December 12, 2016, the 
City Council fully reviewed and carefully considered the Initial Study, 
Mitigated Negative Declaration, responses to received written comments, 
mitigation measures, and Resolution No. PC 16-28, together with any 
comments received during the public review period and at the regular 
meeting.

 SECTION 3. Environmental Assessment.  Because of the facts and 
conclusions identified in Section 2 of this Resolution, an initial study was prepared in 
accordance with CEQA Guidelines § 15063 which showed that, with mitigation, the 
proposed project would not cause any significant environmental impacts.  Accordingly, 
pursuant to CEQA § 21091, the City prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration of 
Environmental Impacts for the proposed project.  That Mitigated Negative Declaration 
was distributed between March 3, 2016, to and including April 4, 2016, for public 
comment.

SECTION 4: Adoption; Notice of Determination. Based upon the foregoing, 
the City Council adopts IS/MND 16-08 by reference. All mitigation measures set forth in 
IS/MND 16-08 must be included in conditions of approval for the Project. The City 
Manager, or his designee, is directed to file a Notice of Determination in accordance 
with Public Resources Code §§ 21152, 21167(f); 14 CCR § 15094; and any other 
applicable law. 

 SECTION 5.  This Resolution does not affect any penalty, forfeiture, or liability 
incurred before, or preclude prosecution and imposition of penalties for any violation 
occurring before, this Resolution’s effective date. Any such amended part will remain in 
full force and effect for sustaining action or prosecuting violations occurring before the 
effective date of this Resolution. 

SECTION 6. If any part of this Resolution or its application is deemed invalid 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, the City Council intends that such invalidity will not 
affect the effectiveness of the remaining provisions or applications and, to this end, the 
provisions of this Resolution are severable. 

SECTION 7 .  Each and every one of the findings and determinations in this 
Resolution are based on the competent and substantial evidence, both oral and 
written, contained in the entire record relating to the project. The findings and
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determinations constitute the independent findings and determinations of the City 
Council in all respects and are fully and completely supported by substantial evidence 
in the record as a whole.

 SECTION 8.  The City Council's analysis and evaluation of the project is·
based on the best information currently available. It is inevitable that in evaluating a 
project that absolute and perfect knowledge of all possible aspects of the project will 
not exist. One of the major limitations on analysis of the project is the City Council's 
lack of knowledge of future events. In all instances, best efforts have been made to 
form accurate assumptions. Somewhat related to this are the limitations on the City's 
ability to solve what are in effect regional, state, and national problems and issues. 
The City must work within the political framework within which it exists and with the 
limitations inherent in that framework.

 SECTION 9.     The Mayor, or presiding officer, is hereby authorized to affix his 
signature to this Resolution signifying its adoption by the City Council of the City of 
Bellflower, and the City Clerk, or her duly appointed deputy, is directed to attest thereto. 

 SECTION 10.  This Resolution will become effective immediately upon 
adoption and remain effective until superseded by a subsequent resolution. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BELLFLOWER THIS _____ OF ________________ 2016.

   ________________________________ 
   Dan Koops, Mayor 

Attest:

________________________________
Mayra Ochiqui, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

________________________________
Karl H. Berger, City Attorney 
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