RESPONSES TO COMMENTS DOCUMENT

INITIAL STUDY AND

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
: FOR THE PROPOSED ROADWAY
IMPROVEMENTS BENEATH THE SR-91 FREEWAY
OVERPASS AND ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF
BELLFLOWER BOULEVARD

Lead Agency:

CITY OF BELLFLOWER
16600 Civic Center Drive
Bellflower, California 90706

April, 2016
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. BACKGROUND

The City of Bellflower prepared an Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration to evaluate
environmental impacts resulting with proposed improvements that will widen the right-of-way
(ROW) of Bellflower Boulevard to the west, will create a new right-turn lane in the southerly
direction, and will provide other sidewalk and traffic signal improvements, The proposed
improvements will reduce congestion and traffic delays, and improve traffic-related safety.

Il PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS (COMMENT LETTERS AND RESPONSES)

The Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration document (MND) for the proposed project
was circulated for a 30-day public review period from March 3, 2016 to April 4, 2016 for review
and comment by the public, public agencies, and organizations. A Notice of Intent to Adopt
(NOI) was prepared and placed in the Herald American Bellflower Edition and posted at the
Registrar-Recorder County Clerk’s Office. The NOI and a Notice of Completion were also
prepared and posted with the State Clearinghouse. The City also transmitted by certified mail
copies of the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration document to the following public
agencies:

Clifton M. Brakensiek Library

City of Long Beach

City of Norwalk

City of Downey

City of Paramount

City of Lakewood

City of Artesia

City of Cerritos

. South Coast Air Quality Management District

10. State of California Native American Heritage Commission
11.Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 4
12. California Resources Agency

13. Registrar-Recorder / County Clerk

14. Southern California Edison

15.Los Angeles County Department of Public Works

16.Los Angeles County Fire Department

17.Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (Districts 2, 3, 18)
18.Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA)

19.So0. Calif. Assoc. of Governments

20.Bellflower Somerset Mutual Water

21.Paramount Unified School District

22.CR&R (Solid Waste)

23, Bellflower Unified School District

24.Los Angeles County Sheriff's Dept., Bellflower Substation
25, St. John Bosco High School

26. Caltrans — State of Calif.; Department of Transportation
27.Southern Calif. Gas Co.

28.Cerritos College

29. Southern California Department of Toxic Substances Control
30. Downey Unified School District

31.Norwalk Transportation

32.Long Beach Public Transp. Co.
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33.Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control District
34.Comcast

35.LA County Regional Planning Dept.; Environmental Assessment Section
36. Water Replenishment District of Southern California
37.Crimson Pipeline L.P.

38.Los Angeles County Department of Public Works

39. So Cal Gas Transmission

40.Empire Transportation

41.California Asset Management

42.Gabrielino Tongva Nation

43.Sohoba Band of Luiseno Indians

44. Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe

45, Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation
46.Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians
47.Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council

Of these agencies, comment letters were received from the following agencies:

s Los Angeles County Fire Department; Mr. Kevin Johnson, Acting Chief, Forestry
Division Prevention Services Bureau; March 22, 2016.

s South Coast Air Quality Management District; Ms. Jillian Wong, Program Supervisor,
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources; April 1, 2016.

e State of California Governor's Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse
and Planning Unit; Mr. Scott Morgan, Director, State Clearinghouse; April 4, 2016.

Section IV contains the original comments letters. Those comments in the letter that are
considered “significant” (according to Section 15088(c) of the CEQA Guidelines), which
are comments that raised appropriate environmental issues will be addressed. Those
comments that are outside of the scope of CEQA review will be forwarded for
consideration to City decision-makers as part of the approval process for the proposed
project.

The responses to those comments received during the public review period are
provided in Section V. The responses are intended to be reasoned and factual, with
particular emphasis made to significant environmental issues. The City has provided the
agency that commented on the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration
document with a copy of the City's responses to their comments at least 10 days before
approval of the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration document (Section
15088(b) of the CEQA Guidelines).

. CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE INITIAL STUDY AND MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION

According to Section 15074 of the CEQA Guidelines, the City shall “consider the
proposed (Mitigated) Negative Declaration...together with any comments received
during the public review process. The decision-making body shall adopt the proposed
(Mitigated) Negative Declaration...only if it finds on the basis of the whole record before

3
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it (including the Initial Study and any comments received), that there is no substantial
evidence that the project (Bellflower Boulevard Improvements) will have a significant
effect on the environment and that the (Mitigated) Negative Declaration...reflects the
(City’s) independent judgment and analysis.”

IV. COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD

The following comment letters were received during the 30-day public review period,
which have been bracketed to isolate the individual comments, as necessary.

V. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE PUBLIC REVIEW
PERIOD

The following responds to the comments that were received during the public review
period.

Comment Letter 1: Los Angeles County Fire Department; Mr. Kevin Johnson,
Acting Chief, Forestry Division Prevention Services Bureau; March 22, 2016.

Response to Comment Letter 1: The comment letter indicated that the Health
Hazardous Material Division did not have any comments on the MND. The comment
letter also provided contact information and described the functions and procedures for
the Planning Division, Land Development Unit, and Forestry Division. The City is aware
of these requirements and functions. Further response is not required.

Comment Letter 2: South Coast Air Quality Management District; Ms. Jillian

Wong. Program Supervisor, Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources; April
1, 2016.

Response to Comment Letter 2-1: The SCAQMD requested that air emissions
resulting directly from proposed demolition and construction activities be calculated by
utilizing the California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMed). The requested modeling
was run to quantify air emission impacts and determine whether the modeled air
emission levels were within SCAQMD significance thresholds. The results of the
modeling are summarized and shown in the following table. The actual worksheets will
be sent directly to the SCAQMD. As shown in the table, emission levels that will be
generated during construction and demolition activities for reactive organic gases
(ROG), nitrogen oxide (NOX), carbon monoxide (CO), sulfur oxide (SO2), and
particulate matter (PM10 and PM25) will all be within SCAQMD significance thresholds
and will not result in any significant impact. Further response is not required.

Response to Comment Letter 2-2: The SCAQMD thought that sensitive receptors
were located near the project area and therefore, requested quantitative analysis of
potential impacts to sensitive receptors. There are no sensitive receptors located
adjacent to or nearby the project area. The MND, on page 26, discussed sensitive
receptors and indicated that none were located adjacent to or nearby the project area.
Therefore, the requested quantitative analysis is not necessary. Further response is not
required.
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DARYL L. O5BY
FIRE CHIEF
FORESTER & FIRE WARDEN

March 22, 2016

Len Gorecki, Planner
City of Bellflower
Director of Public Works
16600 Civic Center Drive
Bellflower, CA 90706

Dear Ms. Gorecki:

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
FIRE DEPARTMENT

1320 NORTH EASTERN AVENUE
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90063-3294

Sommant Leter /

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION,

PROPOSED ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS BENEATH THE SR-91 OVERPASS AND

ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF BELLFLOWER BOULEVARD, THE PROPOSED
IMPROVEMENTS WILL REDUCE CONGESTION AND TRAFFIC DELAYS, AND
IMPROVE TRAFFIC-RELATED SAFETY, BELLFLOWER (FFER 201600037)

The Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Declaration has been reviewed by the

Planning Division, Land Development Unit, Forestry Division, and Health Hazardous
Materials Division of the County of Los Angeles Fire Department. The following are
their comments:

PLANNING DIVISION:

1. Any highway project that includes road and ramp closures and/or detours has the
potential to impede upon emergency response times, especially during high peak
traffic hours. All road and ramp closures and detours should be approved and
acceptable to the Fire Department so as not to adversely impact emergency
responses.

SERVING THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND THE CITIES OF:

AGOURA HILLE CALABAGAS
ARTESIA CARSON
AZUSA GERRITOS
BALDWIN PARK.  CLAREMONT
BELL COMMERCE
BELLGARDENS  COVINA
BELLFLOWER GUDANY
BRADBURY

DIAMOND BAR
DUARTE

EL MONTE
GARDENA
GLENOORA
HAWAIIAN GARDENS
HAWTHORNE

HIDDEN HILLS
HUNTINGTON PARIC
INDUSTRY

INGLEWODD
IRWINDALE

LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE
LA HABRA

LA MIRADA
LA PUENTE
LAKEWOOD
LANGASTER
LAWNDALE
LOMITA
LYNWOOD

MALIBU

MAYWDOD

HORWALK

PALMDALE

PALDS VERDES ESTATES
PARAMOUNT

FICO RIVERA

POMONA

RANCIO PALOS VERDES
ROLLING HILLS

ROLLING HILLS ESTATES
ROSEMEAD

SAN DIMAS

SANTA CLARITA

SIGNAL HILL

SOUTH EL MONTE

SOUTH GATE
TEMPLE CITY

WALNUT
WEST HOLLYWDOI
WESTLAKE VILLAG

WHITTIER
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Len Gorecki, Planner
March 22, 2016
Page 2

LAND DEVELOPMENT UNIT:

Ty

The development of this project must comply with all applicable code and :
ordinance requirements for construction, access, water mains, fire flows, and fire
hydrants.

Provide three sets of alternate route (detour) plans with a tentative schedule of
planned closures prior to the beginning of construction. Complete
architectural/structural plans are not necessary.

Notify the County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Fire Station FS 30 (Div. and
BN HQ) 19030 Pioneer Boulevard, Cerritos 90703-6602, (562) 865-3714, at least
three days in advance of any street closures that may affect Fire/Paramedic
responses in the area.

Disruptions to water service shall be coordinated with the County of Los Angeles

. Fire Department and alternate water sources shall be provided for fire protection

during such disruptions.

The County of Los Angeles Fire Department’s Land Development Unit
appreciates the opportunity to comment on this project.

The statutory responsibilities of the County of Los Angeles Fire Department's
Land Development Unit are to review and comment on all projects within the
unincorporated areas of the County of Los Angeles. Our emphasis is on the
availability of sufficient water supplies for firefighting operations and
local/regional access issues. However, we review all projects for issues that may
have a significant impact on the County of Los Angeles Fire Department. We are
responsible for'thefeview of all projects within contract cities (cities that contract
with the County of Los Angeles Fire Department for fire protection services). We
are responsible for all County facilities located within non-contract cities. The
County of Los Angeles Fire Depariment’s Land Development Unit may also
comment on conditions that may be imposed on a project by the Fire Prevention
Division, which may create a potentially significant impact to the environment.

Should any questions arise regarding subdivision, water systems, or access,

please contact the County of Los Angeles Fire Department's Land Development
Unit's Inspector Nancy Rodeheffer at (323) 890-4243.
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Len Gorecki, Planner
March 22, 2016
Page 3

8. Changes to the existing water system for firefighting purposes shall be submitted
for review and approval to the County of Los Angeles Fire Department Fire
Prevention Land Development Unit for review and approval.

FORESTRY DIVISION — OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS:

1. The statutory responsihilities of the County of Los Angeles Fire Department's
Forestry Division include erosion control, watershed management, rare and
endangered species, vegetation,. fuel modification for Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zones or Fire Zone 4, archeological and cultural resources, and the
County Oak Tree Ordinance. Potential impacts in these areas should be
addressed.

HEALTH HAZARDOUS MATERIALS DIVISION:

i The Health Hazardous Materials Division (HHMD) of the Los Angeles County Fire
Department has no comment regarding the project at this time.

If you have any additional questions, please contact this office at (323) 890-4330.
Very truly yours,

=

KEVIN T. JOHNSON, ACTING CHIEF, FORESTRY DIVISION
PREVENTION SERVICES BUREAU

KTd:ad
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South Coast
Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178

mend (909) 396-2000 + www.agmd.gov
AQMD

SENT VIA E-MAIL AND USPS: April 1, 2016

1gorecki@bellflower.org
Mr. Len Gorecki //'&}/M méy) 7},4 M % oy Z

City of Bellflower
16600 Civic Center Dr.
Bellflower, CA 90706

Draft Mitieated Necative Declaration (Draft for the Proposed
Roadway Improvements Beneath the SR-91 Overpass

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) staff appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the above-mentioned document, The following comments are meant as guidance for the lead
agency and should be incorporated into the Final MND. In the project description, the Lead Agency
proposes to widen Bellflower Boulevard between SR-91 Freeway and Artesia Boulevard.

In the Draft MND, the Lead Agency proposes roadway improvements but does not quantify the project
construction emission impacts. In order to demonstrate the Lead Agency’s findings, the SCAQMD staff
recommends estimating project construction emission impacts and comparing those estimates with the
SCAQMD recommended regional and localized thresholds of significance. Roadway construction
impacts and project emissions from the demolition of the two buildings can be estimated using the
California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod)! land use emissions model or by following the
caleulation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the in the SCAQMD’s CEQA
Air Quality Handbook.?

Should the Lead Agency conclude after its analyses that the air quality impacts exceed the SCAQMD
daily significance thresholds,” SCAQMD staff has compiled mitigation measures to be implemented if the
air quality impacts are determined to be significant. Mitigation measure suggestions can be located on
the SCAQMD website.*

The location of the proposed project is adjacent to sensitive land uses® (i.e., residential dwellings west of
the project site), the Draft MND did not evaluate potential localized air quality impacts that could result
from the construction and operation of the proposed project. Therefore, the SCAQMD staff recommends
that the Lead Agency include in the air quality analysis an assessment of potential localized air quality
impacts of the proposed project. These potential air quality impacts should be assessed using
SCAQMID’s Localized Significance Methodology and compared to the localized significance thresholds
specific to the project area®.

! CalEEMad website at: hitp//www.caleemod.com

2 SCAQMD website: hilpraww agmd. gov/home/resulations/ceqalair-qua ity-analysis-handbook/ceqa-air-quality-handbaok-(1993)

! SCAQMD regional thresholds: hitp;//www.agmd sov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/scagmd-air-quality-gieni fieance-thresholds pdf:
Lacalized thresholds: hitp.//vweraqmd. gov/home/regulations/ceqe/air-quality-analvsis-handbook/ ocalized-sisnificemee-thresholds.

4 Mitigation Measures; hittoy//www,agmd.gov/home/rery ations/cegalair-quality-analysis-handbook/m itization-mensures-and-control-efficienciss
5 California Air Resources Board. April 2005, ““Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Health Perspective.” Accessed at:

http: arb.ca.gov/ch/landuse him

§ The Localized Significance Threshold (LST) methodology and Mass Rate LST Look Up Table is available at:

htlp://veww.agmd eov/zeqa/handbooly/ L T/LST himl

A/
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The SCAQMD staff is available to work with the lead agency to address these corcerns and any other air
quality questions that may arise. Please contact Jack Cheng, Air Quality Specialist at (909) 396-2448, if
you have any questions regarding these comments. We look forward to reviewing the Final MND
associated with this project.

Sincerely,

illian Weng
Jillian Wong

Program Supetvisor
Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

TW:IC
LACI160302-03
Confrol Number
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~ Edmund G, Brown Ir,

Governor

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research

State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit

Ken Alex

Director
April 4,2016 éa 7}—‘% ‘# @
Len Gorecki : g
City of Bellflower

16600 Civie Center Drive
Bellflower, CA 90706

Subject: Bellflower Boulevard Roadway Improvements
SCH# 2013081014

Dear Len Goreckd:

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named Mitigated Negative Declaration to selected state
agencles for review. Thereview period closed on Agpril 1,2016, and no state agencies snbmitted comments
by that date. This letter aclknowledges that you have complied with the State Clearinghouse review
requirements for draft environmental documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.

Please call the State Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any questions regarding the
environmental review process. If you have a question about the above-named project, please refer-to the
ten-digit State Clearinghouse number when contacting this office.

B% ff/’x// P

Scott Morgan
Director, State Clearinghouse

1400 TENTH STREET P.0.BOX 3044 SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95812-8044
* TEL (916) 445-0618 FAX (916) 825-8018 www.opr.ca.gov
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SCH#
Project Title
Lead Agency

Decument Details Report
State Clearinghouse Data Base

2013081014
Bellflawer Boulevard Roadway Improvements
Bellflower, Cily of -

Type
Description

‘MND Mitigated Negative Declaration

The proposed project will widen the right-of-way (ROW) of Bellflower Blvd. tot eh west, will craate a
new right-turn lane in the southerly direction, and will provide other sidewalk and iraffic signal
improvements. The proposed improvements will reduce congestion and traffic delays, and improve
traffic-related safely. Caliransis a responsible agency in accordance with CEQA Guidelines.

Lead Agency Cont;act

Name
Agency
Phone
emall
Address

city

Len Gorecki

City of Bellflower
B6Z-804-1424 2217 ‘Fax
16600 Civic Center Drive

Bellflower State CA Zip 90706

Project Location

County

" City
-‘Region
Lat/Long
Cross Streets
Parcel No.
Township

Los Angeles
Bellflower

_Bellflower Boulevard between SR-91 Freeway and Artesia Boulevard

Range Section Base

Proximity to:

Highways
Airporis
Rallways
Waterways
Schools
Land Use

SR 91

FProject Issues

Aestnetic/Visual; Agricultural Land; Air Quality; Archaeologic-Historic; Biclogical Resources;
Drainage/Absorption; Flood Plain/Flooding; Forest Land/Fire Hazard; Geologic/Seismic; Noise;

Population/Housing Balance; Public Services; Recreation/Parks; Schools/Universities; Sepiic System;
Sewer Capacity; Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading; Solid Waste; Toxlc/Hazardous; Traffic/Circulation;
Vegetation; Water Quality; Water Supply; Wetland/Riparian; Landuse; Cumulaiive Effects

Resources Agenoy: Department of Fish and Wildlife, Reglon 5; Department of Parks and Racreation;
Callfornia Highway Patrol; Caltrans, District 7; Air Resources Board; Regional Water Quality Control
Board, Region 4; Native American Heritage Commission

Reviewing
Agencies

Date Received 03/03/2016 Start of Review 03/03/2016 End of Review D4/01/2016

Matar Rlanke in data fialds resnlt fram insnficient information orovided by lrad aoenny
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Comment Letter 3: State of California Governor's Office of Planning and

Research, State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit: Mr. Scott Morgan, Director,

State Clearinghouse:; April 4, 2016.

Response to Comment Letter 3-1: The comment letter notified the City that the MND
was circulated to appropriate State public agencies and that no State agencies provided
any comments. Further response is not required.

Air Emissions Modeling Table

Widening of Bellflower Blvd
Emissions Summary

Construction Criteria Pollutant Emissions Summary:
Emissions {lbs/day)

ROG | NOx co | so, | pmy | Pm,s
Individual Phase Emissions
Building Demalition 1.75 18.90 15.15 0.02 1.65 0.99
Curb/Pavement Demolition 3.90 42.42 31.51 0.04 3.21 2.10
Grading/Drainage 1.84 21.08 15.08 0.02 1.42 0,98
Paving 1.51 11.53 10.15 D0.02 0.94 0.63
Signal/hydrant replacement 0.36 2.58 3.41 0.01 0.45 0.24
Emissions with Phase overlap ‘
Demalition (Total) 5.66 61.31 46.65 D.06 4.85 3.09
Grading/Drainage 1.84 21,08 15.08 0.02 1.42 0.98
Paving & Signal/hydrant Replacement 1.87 14.12 13.56 0.02 1.39 0.88
Max Emissions

Max Project Emissions 5.66 61.31 46,65 0.06 4,85 3.09
SCAQMD Thresholds 75 100 550 150 150 55
Exceed Threshold? ‘ No No No No No No

Construction GHG Emissions Summary:
Emissions {MT/Year)

co, CH, N,O Co,e
Total Construction Emissions 29.32 0.01 0.00 29.48
Amaortized Emissions 0.58
SCAQMD Threshold 3,000
Exceed Threshald? No

Note: GHG construction emissions are amartized over an anticipated 30 year project
lifetime as is consistent with SCAQMD methodaoly.
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Estefania Sanchez
Frogram Assistant 3
SoCalGas

Chatsworth, CA 91311

A Q) Sempra Ene]_"gy utility ESanchezS@semprautilities.com
Lt

May 4, 2016

City of Bellflower
16600 Civic Center Drive
Bellflower, California 90706

Email: Len Gorecki - Igorecki@bellflower.org

Subject: Project: Proposed Roadway Improvement Beneath the SR-91 Overpass and Along
the West Side of Bellflower Boulevard.

DCF: 570-16NC465

The Transmission Department of SoCalGas does not operate any facilities within your
proposed improvement. However, SoCalGas Southeast Distribution Region may
maintain and operate facilities within your project scope.

To assure no conflict with the Southeast Distribution's pipeline system, please contact
them at (714) 634-5067.

Sincerely,

Estefania Sanchez

Program Assistant 3
ESanchez6@semprautilities.com

May 4, 2016 1of1
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CA Codes (gov:65400-65404) Page 1 of 2

65402. (a) If a general plan or part thereof has been adopted, noc
real property shall be acquired by dedication or otherwise for
street, square, park or other public purposes, and no real property
shall be disposed of, no street shall be vacated or abandoned, and no
public building or structure shall be constructed or authorized, if
the adopted general plan or part thereof applies thereto, until the
location, purpose and extent of such acquisition or dispeosition, such
street vacation or abandonment, or such public building or structure
have heen submitted to and reported upon by the planning agency as

to conformity with said adopted general plan or part thereof. The
planning agency shall render its report as to conformity with said
adopted general plan or part thereof within forty (40) days after the
matter was submitted to it, or such longer period of time as may be
designated by the legislative body.

If the legislative body so provides, by ordinance or resclutiocn,
the provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to: (1) the
disposition of the remainder of a larger parcel which was acguired
and used in part for street purposes; (2) acquisitions, dispositions,
or abandonments for street widening; or (3) alignment projects,
provided such dispositions for street purposes, acquisitions,
dispositions, or abandonments for street widening, or alignment
projects are of a minor nature.

(b) A county shall not acquire real property for any of the
purposes specified in paragraph (a), nor dispose of any real
property, nor construct or authorize a public building or structure,
in another county or within the corporate limits of a city, if such
city or other county has adopted a general plan or part thereof and
such general plan or part thereof is applicable thereto, and a city
shall not acquire real property for any of the purposes specified in
paragraph (a), nor dispose of any real property, nor construct or
authorize a public building or structure, in another city or in
unincorporated territory, if such other city or the county in which
such unincorporated territory is situated has adopted a general plan
or part thereof and such general plan or part thereof is applicable
thereto, until the location, purpose and extent of such acquisition,
disposition, or such public building or structure have been submitted
to and reported upeon by the planning agency having jurisdiction, as
to conformity with said adopted general plan or part thereof. Failure
of the planning agency to report within forty (40) days after the
matter has been submitted to it shall be conclusively deemed a
finding that the proposed acguisition, disposition, or public
building or structure is in conformity with said adopted general plan
or part thereof. The provisions of this paragraph (b) shall not
apply to acguisition or abandonment for street widening or alignment
projects of a minor nature if the legislative body having the real
property within its boundaries so provides by ordinance or
resolution.

(e) A local agency shall not acquire real property for any of the
purposes specified in paragraph (a) nor dispose of any real property,
nor construct or autherize a public building or structure, in any
county or city, if such county or city has adopted a general plan or
part therecf and such general plan or part thersof is applicable
thereto, until the location, purpose and extent of such acguisition,
disposition, or such public bullding er structure have been submitted
to and reported upon by the planning agency having jurisdiction, as
to conformity with said adopted general plan or part thereof. Failure
of the planning agency to report within forty (40) days after the
matter has been submitted to it shall be conclusively deemed a
finding that the proposed acguisition, disposition, eor public

https//www.leginfo,ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=gov&group=65001-66000&file=... 11/17/2016
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CA Codes (gov:65400-65404) Page 2 of 2

building or structure is in conformity with said adopted general plan
or part thereof. If the planning agency disapproves the location,
purpose or extent of such acquisition, disposition, or the public
building or structure, the disapproval may be overruled by the lacal
agency.

Local agency as used in this paragraph (c) means an agency of the
state for the local performance of governmental or proprietary .
functions within 1{mited boundaries. Local agency does not include
the state, or county, or a city.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=gové&group=65001-66000&file=... 11/17/2u10 66
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TO: Honorable Chairman and Members of the Planning Commission
ATTENTION: Art Bashmakian, AICP
Director of Planning and Building Services
FROM: Rowena Genilo-Concepcion, Planning Manager
SUBJECT: Consideration and possible action regarding Mitigated Negative

Declaration (MND 16-08) and Consideration of a Finding that the
widening of the Bellflower Boulevard right-of-way conforms with the
Bellflower General Plan pursuant to Government Code §65402; and
adopt Resolution No. PC 16-28 - A Resolution adopting Mitigated
Negative Declaration No. MND 16-08 and making a finding that the
widening of the Bellflower Boulevard right-of-way confarms with the
Bellflower General Plan pursuant to Government Code §65402

DATE: November 21, 2016

RECOMMENDATION

1) Take documentary and testimonial evidence; after considering the evidence, adopt
Resolution No. PC 16-28; or
2) Alternatively, discuss and take other action related to this item.

CEQA STATUS

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code §§
21000, et seq.) and CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, §§ 15000,
et seq.), an environmental assessment has been conducted for this project in compliance
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines. An Initial Study and a
Mitigated Negative Declaration have been prepared which were made available for public
review from March 3, 2016 through April 4, 2016.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION

> Project Description

The proposed project will widen the right-of-way of Bellflower Boulevard to the west, create
a new right-turn lane in the southerly direction, narrow the width of the sidewalks, restripe
lanes under the SR-91 Freeway, and provide other sidewalk and traffic signal
improvements. The proposed improvements will reduce congestion and traffic delays, and
improve traffic-related safety. Demolition of two buildings and a parking lot will be required.
Section B of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (Attachment B) includes further discussion
of the proposed improvements.

Page 1 of 2
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> Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration

An Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for the proposed project
and circulated for a 30-day public review period from March 3, 2016 through April 4, 2016.
A Notice of Intent was published in the Herald American Bellflower Edition on March 3,
2016 and mailed to those public agencies found on the City’s stakeholders list. The City
received comment letters from three public agencies and accordingly, prepared responses
to each of the comments. The March 3, 2016 Notice of Intent indicated that the City
Council was to hear and consider the proposed project and Initial Study and Mitigated
Negative Declaration on April 25, 2016. The project plans were not completed at that date
and therefore, the City Council did not consider the proposed project. A new Notice of
Intent was circulated on November 4, 2016 to re-notice the item for the November 21, 2016
Planning Commission meeting. The Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were
not re-circulated since neither the proposed project or Initial Study and Mitigated Negative
Declaration were revised. The City, however, received a letter from the Southern California
Gas Company to notify the City that the Gas Company did not operate any facilities along
Bellflower Boulevard. Further response to the letter is not necessary.

¥ General Plan Conformance

As required by Government Code §65402, prior to acquisition or disposition of a real
property by the City, the Planning Commission must find that the location, purpose and
extent of the acquisition or disposition are in conformance with the General Plan. As
described above, the proposed project would conform to Bellflower's General Plan —
Circulation Element, which the key objective is to improve freeway access through redesign
of freeway ramps and frontage road intersections of the Artesia Freeway (SR-91). (page 5-
1 of Circulation Element)

The Planning Commission’s review of this matter is limited to only finding that the *location,
purpose, and extent” of the acquisition of land and the widening of the road is consistent
with the General Plan. Thus, the Planning Commission is not approving the project.
Accordingly, Staff prepared the attached resolution and recommend that the Planning
Commission adopt the resolution.

ATTACHMENTS

A. Resolution No. PC 16-28

B. Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration No. MND 16-08, including Public
Comments, Responses to Comments, and Mitigation and Monitoring Report

C. Government Code §65402

D. Plans
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CITY OF BELLFLOWER
RESOLUTION NO. PC 16-28

A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION NO. MND 16-08 AND FINDING
THAT THE WIDENING OF THE BELLFLOWER BOULEVARD RIGHT-
OF-WAY CONFORMS WITH THE BELLFLOWER GENERAL PLAN
PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE §65402

The Planning Commission of the City of Bellflower does resolve as follows:

SECTION 1. Recitals.

1.

Pursuant to Government Code § 65402, before the City may acquire real
property for street or other public purposes or construct a building or
structure, the Planning Commission must determine that the location,
purpose and extent of the acquisition or the public building or structure
conforms to the City's General Plan;

This Resolution and its findings are based upon the entire record including
information available at the November 21, 2016 Planning Commission
meeting.

The City has reviewed the Project's environmental impacts under the
California Environmental Quality Act (Pub. Res. Code §§ 21000, ef seq.,
“CEQA") and the regulations promulgated thereunder (14 Cal. Code of Reg.
§§ 15000-15387). In accordance with the provisions of CEQA, an Initial Study
and Mitigated Negative Declaration have been prepared.

Notice of a Public Meeting before the Planning Commission was duly given
and published in the time, form, and manner as required by law.

The Planning Commission received public testimony and other evidence
regarding the project, without limitation, information provided to the Planning
Commission at the November 21, 2016 meeting.

The Planning Commission considered the information provided by City staff
and public testimony. This Resolution, and its findings, are made based upon
the evidence presented to the Planning Commission at its November 21,
2016 meeting including, without limitation, the staff report.

SECTION 2. Environmental Review Findings. The Planning Commission finds as

follows:

1.

An Initial Study of Environmental Impacts and Mitigated Negative Declaration
were prepared for the project in accordance with the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), State CEQA Guidelines, and
the City of Bellflower's Procedures for Implementing CEQA.

Page 1 of 3
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City of Bellflower
Resolution No. PC 16-28
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2. That the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were made available
to the public for review and comment from March 3, 2016, to and including
April 4, 2016. Since the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were
made available, neither the proposed project nor the Initial Study and
Mitigated Negative Declaration have been substantially revised. Therefore,
recirculation of the Mitigated Negative Declaration is not required (CEQA
Guidelines § 15162).

3. A duly noticed Public Meeting was held by the Planning Commission of the
City of Bellflower on November 21, 2016 at which time evidence was heard
on the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration and Staff Report. At
the hearing, the Planning Commission fully reviewed and carefully considered
the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration, together with any
comments received during the public review period, and determined that the
Mitigated Negative Declaration was consistent with CEQA.

SECTION 3. General Plan. The proposed project conforms with the City of
Bellflower General Plan as follows:

1. The proposed project is consistent with the Circulation Element, which the
key objective is to improve freeway access through redesign of freeway
ramps and frontage road intersections of the Artesia Freeway (SR-91) (page
5-1 of Circulation Element).

2. The General Plan contains relevant Goals, Objectives, and Policies in the
Land Use Element. Implementation of the proposed project is consistent with
the objective of the Land Use Element which is the primary vehicle for
ensuring the logical organization of residential, commercial, industrial,
public/quasi-public (institutional/civic), and open space land uses to meet the
needs of the community; and ensuring that the City is developed and
organized in a functional and aesthetic pattern.

SECTION 4. Approval. Recommendation. Based on the foregoing, the
Planning Commission finds that the location, purpose and extent of the proposed
project conforms to the Bellflower General Plan. In addition, the Planning
Commission recommends the City Council adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration No.
MND 16-08.

SECTION 5. Reliance On Record. Each and every one of the findings and
determinations in this Resolution are based on the competent and substantial
evidence, both oral and written, contained in the entire record relating to the project.
The findings and determinations constitute the independent findings and determinations
of the Planning Commission in all respects and are fully and completely supported by
substantial evidence in the record as a whole.
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City of Bellflower
Resolution No. PC 16-28
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SECTION 6. Limitations. The Planning Commission's analysis and evaluation
of the project is based on the best information currently available. It is inevitable that in
evaluating a project that absolute and perfect knowledge of all possible aspects of
the project will not exist. One of the major limitations on analysis of the project is the
Planning Commission's lack of knowledge of future events. In all instances, best
efforts have been made to form accurate assumptions. Somewhat related to this are the.
limitations on the city's ability to solve what are in effect regional, state, and national
problems and issues. The City must work within the political framework within which
it exists and with the limitations inherent in that framework.

SECTION 7. Effective Date. This Resolution will become effective immediately
upon adoption and remain effective until superseded by a subsequent resolution.

SECTION 8. The Commission Secretary is directed to mail a copy of this
Resolution to any person requesting a copy.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF BELLFLOWER THIS 21 DAY OF NOVEMBER 2016.

Ray Hamada, Chairman

ATTEST:

Art Bashmakian, AICP
Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

David H. King, Assistant City Attorney
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